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“The vision was to create a deeper sense of peace  

through music. Deva and I know that many people use 

our music to accompany such moments as giving birth 

to their children or for saying goodbye to loved ones as 

they take their last breath – this was very much in my 

mind during the recording of Devotee. So my direction 

for the musicians: Could you die to this music?”  
 

It is a typically ambitious and heartfelt mission statement from  
the singer and songwriter who is celebrated worldwide, not only  
for his work with mantra star, Deva Premal, but in his own right as  
a composer, producer and creator of inspirational albums that  
regularly top iTunes and Amazon charts.

Having toured and recorded together since 1992, the duo has  
performed in more than 45 countries and racked up physical album 
sales alone, in excess of 1.5 million copies. Their admirers range 
from the Dalai Lama (“Beautiful, beautiful music”) to Cher, who 
features Deva and Miten‘s composition of Gayatri Mantra in her live 
shows. Tony Robbins declared Miten‘s Songs for the Inner Lover a  
“powerful and passionate work of love.”

Following Temple at Mid-

night, Miten has stepped 

back into the solo spotlight 

with Devotee, an album of 

transcendent music that 

explores the interlinked 

themes of life, love, death 

and devotion. “If I have 

a wish for this album,” 

he says, “it’s that it may 

be used at some point to 

support the transitional 

moments between life  

and death.”
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“Music as Guru.”
[MITEN]
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In a previous life, Miten first 
established himself in the 
mainstream music scene of the 
1970s as the British-born singer/songwriter Andy Desmond. He  
released several records, including albums recorded and produced 
by Ray and Dave Davies of the Kinks and legendary L.A producer, 
Bones Howe. He toured extensively, featuring as special guest at  
the Wembley Arena for Fleetwood Mac and throughout Europe  
with Randy Newman, Ry Cooder, Hall & Oates, Lou Reed, Fairport  
Convention and the Kinks, among others.

Growing disenchanted with the lifestyle of the Western pop star, he 
embarked on a voyage of personal and spiritual discovery which led 
him to India. There he experienced a life changing awakening and 
became a disciple of the philosopher and mystic Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh (aka Osho).

“Devotee is a word used for the mysterious – and often misunder-
stood – relationship between guru and disciple,” Miten says,  
explaining the inspiration behind the title of the new album.  
“Through Osho‘s teachings I was given a new perspective on life. 
I learnt to trust it – whatever it brought, rain or shine, pleasure or 
pain. Devotee is the result of a very unusual roller-coaster ride 
into the wild expanse of the heart. The guru is not there to create 
a fan club, but to help devotees to move beyond their boundaries 
and into their full potential.

Now I see music itself as an alive, living breathing guru, that  
teaches, challenges, elevates and encourages me to move with  
gratitude through these final years of my life. The great spirit of 
Music has been ever-present ever since the dawn of time, and  
there will be the music of the spheres long after humanity has 
wiped itself off the face of the earth. Music is the Guru.”

Osho died in 1990. “I came to see that Osho had left me with a 
living guru. One that would never die: Music. 

And that‘s the story of Devotee, more or less.”

“Miten has a vibe like he’s played some 

of the same local dives as Leonard  

Cohen and Kris Kristofferson, but he’s 

also a troubadour who has seen the 

light.”      [DailyOM]

“Miten has a rare musical talent; his 

voice and music have the power to 

raise the level of spiritual energy in his 

audiences to ecstatic levels, often in a 

very short time....”

[Stanislav Grof, MD: Author –  
The Cosmic Game,  

When the Impossible Happens, and 
Psychology of the Future]
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Produced in collaboration with Joby Baker at the fabled Baker  
Studios amid 10 acres of pristine forest in British Columbia, Canada,  
Devotee is Miten’s first solo album since his ground-breaking Temple 
at Midnight [2016 – #1 Amazon World Music, #1 iTunes, #2 Billboard] 
and a timely follow-up to his solo EP, 4 Songs From a Well Lived Life, 
digitally released earlier this year. This mini-collection of acoustic 
songs, recorded spontaneously in a chapel in Peru, while Miten was 
recovering from open-heart surgery, prompted a renewed sense of 
gratitude and commitment which has now found its full expression 
in Devotee.

The album begins with Eyes/Ocean, an expansive, meditative journey, 
gently propelled by the exquisite bansuri and vocalising of long-time 
musical collaborator, Nepalese born Manose, and (in a rare, guest 
role here) Deva Premal herself. From there, the album takes off in  
a variety of directions ranging from the reggae pulse and joyful  
message of Dance When You Walk to the bluesy, sensual, downright 
Tantric styling of Bring Me Your Love. Songs such as Into Your Hands 
and Rhythm of the Heart speak of the healing and transformation that 
comes from a life of devotion to a higher spirituality.

Several tracks – including the gently reflective Silent Space with You, 
Road to Freedom with its driving rhythms and soaring flute, and the 
deeply personal, heart-filled finale All the Way – are notable for the 
expertise of Miten and Deva‘s touring band – the Temple Band  
(Joby Baker, Spencer Cozens, Rishi).

“I‘ve played acoustic guitar most of my life, but for this album I 
was drawn back to the sound of the electric guitar,” Miten says. 
“Not to make it cry or weep, but just to give my voice and songs a 
different texture, a different taste, a different flavour. And that‘s 
what you hear on this album. We played live in the studio keeping 
in mind the intention to make music we could die to!“

With Devotee, Miten‘s priority is to express musical excellence 
without ever losing sight of the basic objective: to create support 
for the vulnerable moments in life when our defences are down and 
heart is open.

Ultimately, Miten is a  

devotee of life itself.  

With his rich, soulful voice 

and simple yet profound  

lyrics, Miten provides  

a luminous musical  

experience with an  

emotional payload that 

takes the listener into the 

heart of the mystic. 

London, July 2019


